
 1

 

A new generation of creativity 

 

ISSUE 2 � AUGUST 2008 

 

 

 

 

 



 2

 

CONTENTS: 

1. MESSAGE 2 U 

2. RAVING REVIEWS 

3.  FEATURED TEEN BLOG 

4. FEATURED TEEN KNITTER/CROCHETER 

5.  FEATURED FIBER DRESSED PET 

6. FEELING A TAD COMICAL? 

7.  JUICY PATTERNS 

8. PATTERN IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

10. HOOKS AND NEEDLES STORIES 

11. A BIT OF ADVICE 

12. THANK YOU 

13. TEEN CRAFTER MURAL 

 

 



 3

 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: S.M.N 

PHOTOGRAPHERS: AMY M, S.M.N, PICTURES FROM JESH KNITS, AND 

ANUSHKA T  

EDITORS: S.M.N, BARBARA P AND JENNIFER P 

GRAPHIC LAYOUT: S.M.N 

LOGO BY: ANUSHKA T 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

EMAIL: AMANI_SHORTANDSWEET(AT)YAHOO.COM 

RAVELRY GROUP: TEEN KNITTER AND CROCHETER MAGAZINE 

RAVELRY CONTACT: KAYA FROM RAVELRY 

BLOG: TKACM.WORDPRESS.COM 

WEBSITE: WWW.TEENKNITTER.COM 

ISSUE 2 - AUGUST 2008 - TKACM IS PUBLISHED AT LULU SELF-PUBLISHING SIX TIMES A YEAR. 

ALL STORIES, ARTICLES, PICTURES, AND PATTERNS ARE PROPERTY OF AUTHORS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, 

AND TEEN KNITTER AND CROCHETER MAGAZINE.  PLEASE DO NOT REPRODUCE PICTURES OR 

ARTICLES WITHOUT PERMISSION. 



 4

MESSAGE 2 U

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Readers, 
  

Welcome to the second issue of Teen Knitter and Crocheter 
Magazine! Tired of those books by adults that think all teens thrive on 
Fun Fur yarn? Sick of the Garter stitch purses made with size 9 
needles? Killed by yucky bright colored crocheted hats? You�ve got 
the right magazine, made for teens by teens! We�ve got it all, 
patterns for crocheters and knitters, stories, articles, comics, and eye 
candy.  
 
 Feeling a little critical? Check out our Raving Reviews column 
to get the what�s hot, and what�s not scoop!  You can also check out 
the Opinions column if the Raving Reviews just wasn�t enough! 
 
Swing onto the Featured columns to see who the featured pet, blog, 
or knitting/crocheting teen is!  
 
Need some art? Check out the Comics section, and see the latest 
comic! 
 Also, this month check out our featured UGH if you�d like to 
read about the failed project of the month!  
 
 Go team teen of the Ravely Olympics! Good luck to all of the 
athletes! 
 

This second issue is mostly dedicated to the amazing teen 
crocheters out there. While it may seem that knitting gets all the 
attention, we only think it�s fair to balance out things a bit. We also 
threw in a little bit for the knitty fans as to not leave them out. If 
you�re a knitting person, why not take a dare and learn to crochet? 
And if you�re a crocheter, well�let�s just say you have something to 
boast about this month. 
 
Many successful crafty adventures to you, 
 
KAYA 

 
S.M.N 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
WWW.SISTERLYKNITS.COM 

FROM THE 
EDITOR! 
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RAVING REVIEWS

FEELING A LITTLE CRITICAL?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TEEN KNITTING CLUB: CHILL OUT AND KNIT 

 
By: Jennifer Wenger, Carol Abrams and Maureen Lasher 
REVIEWED BY SAMANTHA K OR MERENWEN FROM RAVELRY 

Edited by: Judith D and Jennifer P 
 
If a basic knitting book is what you need, this is a good choice. Teen Knitting Club 
teaches you the basics of knitting on straight needles as well as knitting in the round. 
 
The book starts off with �A Note from the Authors� followed by a brief history of knitting. 
The section on yarn tells you what yarn to start off with, and which fibers may irritate 
you if you have allergies, contact lenses or sensitive skin � the authors advise the 
reader to feel a yarn before buying, to avoid making a garment that feels itchy or 
uncomfortable when worn. The yarn section also includes a handy chart telling you 
which yarn will work for what needle size, and what the gauge should be. A photo of 
gauge swatches, showing you what worsted-weight, chunky-weight and super-chunky 
weight yarn looks like when it�s knitted up, is included. There�s also information on 
substituting yarns, choosing the right yarn for your budget, winding yarn into a ball and 
information listed on a yarn label, including a list of symbols used in washing 
instructions on yarn labels. 
 
The book has suggestions for your first knitting needles, and a conversion chart for 
needles. There�s also a list of accessories required in some patterns, which an asterisk 
next to objects needed frequently, like a pair of scissors, a bag for your project, a 
measuring tape and a crochet hook for weaving in ends and picking up dropped 
stitches. 
 
Before the patterns section, there is a knitting tutorial, and a guide for stitch patterns 
like stockinette and seed stitch. 
 
The patterns are basic, so experienced knitters may not find anything challenging 
enough. Another downside is that some of the patterns use fun fur and other novelty 
yarns, yarns that some teen knitters aren�t too keen on. The patterns teach you how to 
double or triple yarns in a project to make the object durable, and the Basic Roll-Brim 
Hat pattern has instructions to make add-ons for your handmade hat � pom-poms, 
squiggles, even embroidery. The patterns include scarves, hats, a poncho and even a 
simple pullover. It also has a page with three one-day projects for you to take with you 
on the go, and instructions on making friendship blankets. 
 
The book also has a page on starting your own knitting club, and another page on 
knitting for charity, and a list of charities after that. Another page tells you how to make 
a knitting scrapbook for your knitting club. Also included is a glossary of abbreviations 
used in patterns and a list of yarn companies. 
 
The book may not be challenging for experienced knitters, although they may like the 
Raggy Bag, which uses super-chunky yarn and raggy novelty yarn together. Teens 
who only crochet are out of luck � there are no crochet patterns in the book. However, 
the information and the basic patterns make the book worth reading. 
 

 Samantha 
K. lives in 
Ontario, 
Canada. She 
home 
schools, 
reads a lot, 
and has a 
passion for 
music. Her 
blog can be 
found at: 
http://meren
wens-yarn-
bin.blogspot.
com/. 

A book review 
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RAVING REVIEWS
FEELING A LITTLE CRITICAL?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT TO CROCHET AND WHAT NOT TO 
 

REVIEWED BY: CHERIE N OR CROCHETCOLLECTION FROM RAVELRY 
 

�This month, I�m focusing on one-skein and scrap-using projects that are perfect�and not so 
perfect�for the last hurrah of summer and the beginning of your school year!� 

 

 

Yuck #1: Easy Scarf Aqua Mesh 

Who: Chi Ling Moy 

What: Easy Scarf Aqua Mesh 

Where: http://www.knitsimplemag.com/pdf/scarf-easy.pdf  

Why: This scarf, which is crocheted in a mohair/nylon yarn, looks so run-of-the-mill and boring! 

Can you believe that this was actually published in Knit Simple magazine, AND the book Vogue 

Knitting on the Go! Crochet Scarves? I have seen patterns for basic scarves like this all over the 

place, but I think that seeing it in a more expensive, floofy yarn really set the trigger for me! If 

you�re looking for something very basic and simple, go ahead and pick up this pattern! But I can 

only say bleh! Please, go and look for a fun scarf pattern elsewhere! 

 

Yuck #2: �It�s All Business Clutch� 

 

Who: Robyn Chachula 

What: �It�s All Business� Clutch 

Where: http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/its-all-business-clutch# - Please be aware, this is a 

Ravelry link! 

Why: While I think this clutch is very cute, I�d advise you to stay away�FAR away. Why? Unless 

you�re a skilled seamstress, this purse will definitely challenge your sewing skills! Here are several 

reasons why you shouldn�t make it (which are totally illegitimate if you do sew!): 

1. It has a zipper. If you haven�t done much sewing before, zippers can be your worst 

nightmare, and this one is no regular zipper: it�s invisible! So please stay away from 

invisible zippers unless you know how to do zippers. 

2. Buttons. See all of those buttons? Sewing all of those buttons on by hand would take you a 

really long time, not to mention give you sore fingers! 

 

So, I can�t really cut this cute clutch down any further, it�s really well designed, it just has some 

major elements that will make assembling it very difficult. 



 7

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yummy #1: Morning Dew Scarf 

 
Who: Dora Ohrenstin 

What: Morning Dew Scarf 

Where: http://www.crochetinsider.com/TilliTomas.html 

Why: This amazing scarf, designed by a friend of mine, uses a beautiful silk yarn that has beads 

incorporated in it! Even better�it only uses ONE skein of yarn! If that isn�t enough to tempt you, 

the yarn is displayed in a beautiful crocheted shell lace pattern, which makes it very lightweight and 

perfect for wearing on cool summer evenings. Crocheted in 6 rows, this scarf will be worked up in 

a flash. As daunting as this may look, I would say that once you are familiar with the very basic 

stitches of crochet, you will be able to tackle this scarf! One thing to beware of, though: the yarn 

may prove to be a little bit of a challenge! Be sure to follow the instructions Dora gives about 

crocheting with the yarn!  

Yummy #2: Asphyxiation 
Who: Severina 

What: Asphyxiation 

Where: http://www.theanticraft.com/archive/lugh06/asphyxiation.htm 

Why: As I mentioned in my last column, I�m a vintage fashion freak! The designer of this pattern 

took inspiration from a tablecloth (imagine!) and Irish crochet lace, both featured in books from the 

mid-1900�s. This is definitely a very cool piece of jewelry that you could be proud of! As for the 

difficulty, looking at it may scare a person away, but the description reads as: �Crochet shaping, 

simple lace, assembling parts together as for amigurumi, good understanding of gauge and how to rework 

patterns to fit your yarn or hook choices, ability to read your own crocheting, and the ability to fix most of 

your own problems.� No need to be intimidated by this beautiful choker if you�ve been crocheting 

for a while. If you�re fairly new to crochet and are up for a challenge, go ahead and dive into the 

lacy goodness of this piece of jewelry, and remember, don�t be afraid to ask a friend that crochets 

for advice if you get stuck!  

 

 
 
The �yuck� articles were not written to attack a certain group, company, or person.  
This article is based on opinion, not fact. We sincerely apologize to anyone offended. 

Chelsea N. Is a crocheter of 10
years, and she is a Home schooled 
freshman. She loves designing crochet 
patterns in her free time. You can see some 
of her other work at her blog: 
http://crochetcollection.blogspot.com/ 

HEY KNITTERS! 
 

 LEARN HOW TO CROCHET ON PAGE ---, IT CAN�T HURT TO LEARN SOMETHING 

NEW! 
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FITTED KNITS 
 

BY: STEPHANIE JAPEL 
REVIEWED BY: ASHLEY D OR DELTA FROM RAVELRY 

When I go looking for that perfect pattern to turn some of the yarn I�ve been hoarding into a 
favorite sweater, pair of slippers, or a purse, I run each pattern I come across through a list of rigid 
criteria.  Along with the more practical things like, �Do I have enough of the aforesaid yarn to finish 
the project?�  And �Do I have all the circular needle sizes called for in the pattern? The weightiest 
queries I levy against the unsuspecting patterns are �Does this look fun to knit?� and �Would this look 
good on me?� 
   

You�d be amazed at how many patterns are found wanting at the end of that litany. But then 
again maybe you wouldn�t, being fellow knitters & crocheters yourselves. I can easily go through 
entire books, and find only one or two items that inspire me to pull out my yarn. That can grow 
depressing to my lonely knitting needles after a while. Then you find the rare books, in which you 
want to make, dare I say it, everything. Perhaps that is the true tragedy, having too many things to 
knit and not enough time and yarn to make them all.  It all depends on whether you�re a glass-half-
empty or a glass-half-full kind of person. 
  

Fitted Knits by Stefanie Japel falls into that second category. Don�t let the Martha Stewart-
esque layout fool you! Contained within the soft covers is some serious knitting food for thought. 
The patterns are divided into three classes: Super Easy, Medium, and Challenge. The Super Easy 
patterns demand only the basic skills (cast on, cast off, knit, purl, make one stitch, decrease one 
stitch).  Medium patterns are medium, and in the Challenging patterns you find yourself making bust 
darts, puffed sleeves, and peter pan collars.  
   
Immediately following the page explaining these distinctions comes perhaps the most valuable part of 
the whole book - a concise, clearly written guide on how to alter your knitted patterns so they fit you, 
and not the model who made it look so fabulous in the first place. 
  Now, it�s not that this information is a trade secret; but neither is it going to be in every pattern book 
you pick up.  Usually you have to go looking for it. However, in Fitted Knits it is presented in a two-
page spread that is easily read and digested, then applied to the other various knit (and crochet) 
patterns you might like to alter in the future.   No more winging it!  Here are the black and white 
principles for making the waist longer and bust slimmer.  Or you can just keep winging it, if that�s 
what works for you.  It�s still nice to have the guidelines in case you ever want to do it scientifically; 
and there�s something to be said for the confidence in knowing that sweater is going to fit, over the 
nagging suspicion that you may have to unravel the last 10 rows. 
  
 From there on out, it�s all mouth-watering eye candy.  The full page photographs alone would make 
it an excellent knitter�s coffee table book. Picot edgings, lace inserts and elegant cables abound; with 
the many tailored cardigans, tube tops, tunics, tees, and even a knitted suit, giving that elegant cable a 
knitted purpose.  Now, I�ll readily admit, if knee highs and fairisle are your genres of expertise, then 
you probably won�t enjoy this book as much as I did, as  no patterns for socks and color work (other 
than the occasional colored edging) are included.  It�s almost sad in a way; I�d love to see what Japel 
would do with twelve different colors of yarn. Nevertheless, if you enjoy the textured knitting, and 
just don�t feel up to casting on for an entire aran sweater yet, then this book is definitely worth more 
than a cursory glance. 
 
 
 
 

Ashley D. is a knitting/crocheting/tatting/weaving/bobbin-
lace-making/textile-crazed teen currently living in the mid-
west.  She likes to design her own projects, and when she 
doesn�t have some sort of yarn or thread between her fingers, 
creating her next work of art, she plays Chopin on the piano 
for hours; and worries about wearing out her hands by the 
time she�s twenty.

A book review
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Debbie Bliss Cashmerino Aran 

REVIEWED BY GINNY OR Im08Just97Me from Ravelry 

 

I really enjoyed working with Debbie Bliss Cashmerino Aran. It�s a very soft, 
fluffy yarn thanks to its interesting blend of fibers. Cashmerino is made up of 55% 
merino wool, 33% microfibre, and 12% cashmere. Debbie Bliss Cashmerino comes in 
six different weights Baby Cashmerino, Cashmerino Aran, Cashmerino Astrakhan, 
Cashmerino Chunky, Cashmerino DK, and Cashmerino Superchunky. I�ve only used 
the Casmerino Aran. The Aran comes is 34 different colors each of them gorgeous and 
vibrant. Each ball is 100 yards and weighs 50 grams. The aran is the most widely 
available and you can find it at most local yarn stores. I paid $8.50 at my local yarn 
store.  
  I decided to use it for Knitty�s Fetching which were made for the yarn. When I 
first started with it I couldn�t find anything wrong with it. It flowed and never snagged 
or split. It has a great stitch definition and the cables really stand out and look nice. 
The stitches are even which makes it great for a beginner as well. Even if you mess up 
it still looks good. I don�t crochet, but the yarn seems very crochet friendly.  As I kept 
going a few things came up though, after minor use the yarn started to fuzz up a little. 
The label says that you should machine wash and dry flat or dry clean. I wouldn�t trust 
this yarn to the machine though as it shows a tendency to pill. The yarn also had a 
tendency to slip off my aluminum double pointed needles. I would probably use 
wooden needles if you�re an average or loose knitter. These problems seemed pretty 
minor, however.  

After using the yarn I think that the pros outweigh the cons. There�s a lot you 
can do with this yarn. It looks good in most projects, and I would keep a few skeins in 
my stash for fun. I�m sure that it will be easy to find something to do with. 

 
 
 
 
 

A yarn review 

Ginny is ballet dancer, and 
she is homeschooled. She plays far 
too many instruments and has been 
knitting for three years. She blogs at: 
http://im08just97me.wordpress.com/ 



 10

FEATURED TEEN KNITTER

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMANTHA  
 

ARTICLE BY S.M.N OR KAYA FROM RAVELRY 

 
 
This month, our featured teen knitter is Samantha, an aspiring multi-talented teen. She sews, 

blogs, spins, and knits. She�s a person that deserves the title of �featured teen� for this month!  We
were lucky to snag an interview with this creative young woman.  
 
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: Firstly, could you tell us a little bit about yourself (non-knitting 
related)? 
 
 Samantha: Well, I�m going to college in the fall at University of Hartford. I�m technically 
majoring in English, but I�m going to switch to a design major. I sew and my friends regularly ask me 
if I made what I�m wearing. My dream job would to be a costume designer for a theatre! I am 
constantly attached to my laptop, an HP that�s so huge it�s more of a desktop then a laptop. I love to 
sing (though I�m not too good at it), and drama type stuff. I love all kinds of food, and my family 
cooks and bakes a lot. 
 
 Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: How were you first introduced to knitting? 
 
 Samantha: My mom knit. Not a lot, but when I was little and my siblings were babies she 
made us sweaters that we promptly grew out of. She re-taught me when I was really bored one day 
freshman year. My aunt taught me how to knit continental and I thank her for most of what I 
accomplished � no way would I have been able to get anything done, knitting so slow! She also 
GAVE me a spinning wheel! 
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Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: What are your favorite things to knit? 
 
Samantha: Socks! And lace. One of my favorite things is unpinning a blocked piece and 

putting it on! I know I�d probably use sweaters more often, and I�m trying to get into making them. I 
love mittens and color work too.  

                                                  
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: How often do you knit? 
 
Samantha: At least every day. During school, I knit during class, and I got a lot done that 

way. Now in the summer though, I work at a restaurant at night so it�s hard to find knitting time
during the day. Recently, I watch online episodes of House, M.D. or How I Met Your Mother and
knit. 
 
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: As a teen knitter, what does knitting help you accomplish? 
 
Samantha: It helps me focus. Also, it�s nice to have something to do at family parties, or when 
talking to friends or watching TV. It helps me stop biting my nails too! 
 
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: Has your hobby ever been ridiculed by peers?  
 
Samantha: Not really, the most I would say is my boyfriend joking about how knitting is 
�disgusting�! A friend of mine refuses an offer of me to knit her things � but I think that�s because 
she�s afraid she won�t like it/wear it. Most of my friends just say how awesome it is that I make 
things, and I�ve taught about four of them to knit.  

                                                        
 
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: Would you ever consider taking up a career that involves 
knitting?  
 
Samantha: Yes! Part of the reason I�m going into design! There are a lot of career paths and one of 
them for me might involve yarn! 
 
Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: What is your perspective on knitting?  
 
Samantha: For me, knitting was a way to continuously challenge myself, because when I started 
high school, I felt totally bored even though I had assumed it wouldn�t be boring! Since I�ve learned 
how to knit, I�ve learned so much about the history and things surrounding knitting. I absorb 
information easily and it�s nice to know that no matter what path I take in my life I�ll always be 
learning something new. The knitting and learning in my life will never stop. 
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HEY KNITTERS/CROCHETERS! 
 

 DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS A GREAT KNITTER OR CROCHETER? ARE 

THEY AMAZING BLOGGERS, CRAFTY INDIVIDUALS, OR DESIGNERS? NOMINATE YOUR 

FRIEND OR YOURSELF TO BE THE FEATURED TEEN KNITTER/CROCHETER OF THE 
MONTH! SEND NOMINATIONS TO KAYA FROM RAVELRY! 

 

Teen Knitter/Crocheter Magazine: What advice would you give to non-knitters your age if 
they would ever decide to learn to knit?  
 

Samantha: Don�t care about what people think! Don�t get too caught up in it � it�s not school 
or something more important � it�s just yarn and it can�t hurt you. I feel like a lot of teens are too 
dependent on other people saying this is how you do it, and you can�t change that. I was very 
independent when I learned techniques � I learned them mostly from a book or once I discovered 
knitty.com, I used the internet. Don�t be afraid to try new things without knowing exactly how to do 
them! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
All pictures were used with permission.  
All pictures seen in this article are property of the photographer. 

S.M.N is fifteen, a writer, knitter, 
crocheter, sewer, aspiring knit-wear 
designer, yarn dyer, and is full of 
nuttiness. She plans on saving the 
environment, and at the same time 
refusing wool yarn.. She blogs with 
her sister at www.sisterlyknits.com 
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FEATURED FIBER DRESSED PET 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KING JIGGA BOO NEW 
BIOGRAPHY WRITTEN BY: JIGGA-BOO HIMSELF 

 

 
My name is Jigga. Everyone calls me Jigga-boo, Jay, or Jiggy. I am a nine year old male cat who 
loves lying on my owners yarn, tearing at knitted swatches, nibbling on wooden needles, and eating 
cotton when I think no one is looking. My favorite things to do are beating up the neighborhood 
cats whenever they dare step on my territory, eating food until I�m overly full, meowing at people�s 
bedroom doors at four-thirty in the morning, and lying on soft things. I get a kick out of eating my 
human mommy�s plants when I have no business doing so. I try to sneak food out of the cabinets 
whenever I see the opportunity, and I give high-fives when I feel like it. 
 
 Now that you�ve heard all of my favorite things, I�d like to tell you the things that I dislike 
doing. I dislike playing with the same piece of string for more than five minutes. Also I hate when 
I�m picked up, shooed back inside, interrupted when sleeping, played with roughly, having a huge 
foot step on my tail, when I�m ignored, and when I can�t have any tuna. 
 

 
 

And now, you�ve heard everything about me, and why I am selected (ahem) to be the featured pet
for this month. Now if you�ll excuse me, I think I hear dinner! 

 
 
   
 
  

Jigga is a spoiled kitty. He does nothing but eat, 
get fat, and lye on soft things. Don�t worry, he 
won�t be eating your food tonight. Jigga can be 
found sneaking in pictures at: 
www.sisterlyknits.com 
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FEELING A TAD COMICAL? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
�CROCHET� 

By none other than: MJ from Ravelry 

 

 
 
 

 

MJ knits. She also draws in two ways: comically, and (somewhat) 

 realistically. Sometimes her people turn out with too small hands 

and disproportional heads. As you can probably guess, this does 

not look good on realistic drawings (thank Edward Nairne for 

erasers).  MJ also reads too much, doesn't buy enough yarn, and 

would like a few extra hours every week to play the piano (she 

hates when the poor thing gets dusty). Once she tried to do all 

these things at once. It wasn't pretty. MJ blogs at 

http://thinkmagenta.blogspot.com/ 
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LA PATTERNS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAMELESS MITTS 
BY: S.M.N OR KAYA FROM RAVELRY 

 

 
 

Are you shameless, wild, and daring? These gloves are perfect for that crazy side in 
you! These mitts are quick, and easy to knit and make a perfect gift for the male side 

in your family, or make them for yourself! 
 
 

Gauge: 7 ½ stitches in 1 inch in st st 
Size: Medium/Large 

Finished object should measure: 5 inches in length, and 3 ½ inches in width. 
Supplies: 

1 stitch marker 
1 tapestry needle 

Size 6 or 8 DPN or any needle size to obtain gauge 
Worsted Weight yarn 

 
Pattern 

 
Cast on 24 stitches. Divide evenly onto 3 DPNs (8).  Join, place stitch marker, and 
knit one round. 
 
Round 2: K5, P5, K5, P5, K4. 
Repeat round 2 five times. 
Round 7: P5, K5, P5, K5, P4.  
Repeat round 7 five times. 
Repeat round 2 five times. 
Repeat round 7 five times. 
 
Continue repeating round 2 & 7 five times each until the glove is 3 ½ inches long, 
ending with round 7. 
 
At the beginning of next round, Bo 5 stitches. K 5, P5, K5, P3. 
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S.M.N loves to knit, read, write, and 
design. She is fifteen years old, still not 
old enough to drive yet. She is none 
other known as Kaya by her peers.

Next round:  Co 5, P5, K5, P5,K4. 
 
Next round: *K5, P5, K5, P5, K4 repeat from * until entire work measures 1 ½ 
inches. 
 
 
Next round: *K5, P5, K5, P5, K4 repeat from * until entire work measures 1 ½ 
inches. 
 
Bo all stitches, weave in ends, and make second glove (if desired) the same way. 
 
PICTURE PROPERTY OF S.M.N  

 

 

MINNIE 
BY: MJ S 

 

 
 

When I look at sea foam stitch, I think of polka dots. When I think of polka dots, I think of 
Minnie Mouse. And with the mobius twist a tribute to the glamorous wraps worn by Minnie 
Driver in the Phantom of the Opera; this headband can be worn when you want that cute, 

girly feeling. After all, it�s full of favorites. 
 

Materials: 
1 skein of Lion Brand Baby Soft (or another DK weight yarn) 

US #7 needles 
Tapestry needle 

 
Gauge: 

5.5-6 stitches in garter stitch=1 inch 
 

Terms: 
yo2~yarn over twice: bring the yarn to the front, then completely wrap around to bring to 

the front again 
yo3~yarn over three times: bring the yarn to the front, wrap around, wrap around again 
yo4~yarn over four times: bring the yarn to the front, wrap around, wrap around, wrap 

around 
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Seafoam Stitch: 

Rows 1 & 2: K across 
Row 3: K6, yo2, K1, yo3, K1, yo4, K1, yo3, K1, yo2, K6 

Row 4: K across, dropping the yo�s (pull downward to even out the dropped stitches) 
Row 5: K across 
Row 6: P across 
Row 7: K across 

Row 8: K1, yo2, K1, yo3, K1, yo4, K1, yo3, K1, yo2, K6, yo2, K1, yo3, K1, yo4, K1, yo3, 
K1, yo2, K1 

Row 9: K across, dropping the yo�s (pull downward to even out the dropped stitches) 
Row 10: K across 
Row 11: P across 

 

 
Step 1: Measure! 

Not everybody�s head is the same. Measure the length around your head where you to wear 
the headband (remember that the finished product will be stretched!). Or if you happen to 

have a headband that you think has the same stretchiness as your swatch, measure that and use 
that as a guideline (but at your own risk!). 

For the main band of the headband, subtract 4 inches from your head measurement. Don�t 
worry, the gap will be filled! 

 
Main band: 

CO 16 stitches using Provisional cast-on 
Knit two rows 

Work in seafoam stitch until (when STRETCHED!) you�ve reached your main band 
measurement, ending with a Row 5 or Row 11. 

*Note: An easier way to do this is to stretch the headband around your head. If you feel about 
a 4-inch gap in between the CO edge and the work on the needles, you�re good to start on the 

next part! 
 

Twisted band and Finishing: 
Knit in garter stitch for 4 inches. 

Now twist the headband so that you�ve formed a mobius strip 

 
Unravel the provisional cast-on and graft the two ends together, being careful to keep the 

twist. 
Break yarn and weave in ends. Using the tapestry needle, fix the twist in place in the middle 
of the garter stitch portion by making a small stitch in the middle of the twist and tying a tight 
knot. 

Weave in all ends 
 

Wear stylishly! 
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Designed especially for Teen Knitter and Crocheter Magazine 
Pictures are property of the photographer. MJ knits. She also draws in two ways: comically, and (somewhat) 

 realistically. Sometimes her people turn out with too small hands 

and disproportional heads. As you can probably guess, this does 

not look good on realistic drawings (thank Edward Nairne for 

erasers).  MJ also reads too much, doesn't buy enough yarn, and 

would like a few extra hours every week to play the piano (she 

hates when the poor thing gets dusty). Once she tried to do all 

these things at once. It wasn't pretty. MJ blogs at 

http://thinkmagenta.blogspot.com/ 

HOW TO PRINT PATTERNS 
 

 WOULD YOU LIKE TO PRINT THE PATTERNS THAT YOU SEE IN THIS MAGAZINE? 
FOLLOW THESE QUICK AND EASY STEPS AND YOU WILL BE PRINTING IN NO TIME! THESE 
STEPS CAN ONLY BE USED WITH ADOBE READER. 
 

1. If you�re using Adobe to open the PDF, select the �printer� button. Or, select 
file<print 

2. A box called �print� should open. In the print range section, select �pages�. 
3. In the little box it should read two numbers. For example: 1-2. Erase those 

numbers, and type whatever page you would like to print.  
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NOT-SO-BULKY GOLDEN COMPASS HOOD 

Pattern by: Diane Serviss 
Reviewed by Samantha K or Merenwen from Ravelry 

 
 

Fall is coming, and you�ll need something to wear in the cool 
weather.  How about a hood? 
 

Inspired by the hood worn by Lyra in the movie The Golden 
Compass (based on the book by Phillip Pullman), this stylish hood is made 
with chunky yarn and size 11 needles, which makes it quick to knit. The 
only complex part of the pattern is the three-needle bind-off, but other than 
that the pattern is fairly simple � some garter stitch at the beginning, and 
then stockinette stitch.  
 

What I love about this pattern is the point at the back � very elf-like. 
And because the hood is quick to make, you can knit it up in a week or two.
Plus, it would make a great gift for the upcoming winter holidays! 
 
You can find the pattern on the designer�s blog here. 
 
On Ravelry, it can be found in the pattern library here. 
 

 Samantha K. lives in Ontario, Canada. She home schools, reads a 
lot, and has a passion for music. Her blog can be found at: http://merenwens-
yarn-bin.blogspot.com/. 
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A KNITTING STORY 
 

Story by: Juli R or treehugger14 from Ravelry 
Continued from last months chapter 

Chapter 2 

She showed up to class the next day.  She didn�t know what to bring with her, so she 
just brought her regular school supplies.  What she was surprised to find was a class of about 
fifteen.  She didn�t know whether or not it was smaller or bigger than she thought it would be, 
but it was nothing like she expected; especially at a school like this.  The class was more laid 
back and� believe it or not, fun!   
 There were about six guys and the rest were girls.  This also surprised her.  She didn�t 
expect hardly any guys in a knitting class.  But today was a good day, she felt it.  It also 
helped that this was the last class of the day.   
 Ms. Madison introduced her to all of the students.  She had never seen any of them 
before and they were all friendly even though she was shy.   
 �Today�s lesson will be about crocheting!� She announce excitedly.  �How many of 
you know how to crochet?� Eight people raised their hands.   
 Ms. Madison handed out some yarn and a crochet hook to every student.  She then 
explained the instructions and everyone followed her.  
 Her crochet hook lay there untouched.  She was scared to do it.  Ms. Madison cam 
over, �Emma is something wrong?� 
 �I�ve never done this before,� she replied.   

Ms. Madison looked at her encouragingly.  �Just try.  It�s fun to learn how to do 
something new!� 

Emma Lee picked up the crochet hook and made her slip knot.  She started to crochet 
and did a few different things in different rows like Ms. Madison told the class to do.  Emma 
realized that this wasn�t very hard, but it wasn�t near as easy as the knitting she did every 
night for the past year.  The single crochet hook felt unfamiliar.  She noticed that her crochet 
block was all crooked and uneven.   

Ms. Madison walked around the room to look at everyone�s handiwork and moved 
back to the front of the class.  �How many of you have an even crochet block?�  No one 
raised their hand.  EmmaLee saw that she wasn�t the only one!  This made her spirits soar.  
Just then though, the bell rang and she had to leave class.  That was a wonderful first day of 
that class she thought as she walked down the hallway with a smile on her face going to the 
next class. 

That night, she got better at crocheting instead of knitting.  She started not hating her 
mom for sending her to this dreadful school.  She kept thinking of the real reason she was sent 
and shuddered.   

At home, Emma was a recluse.  She stayed in her room knitting because she had to 
keep her mind off of it.  Emma was normally a good student, but once it happened, her grades 
started to slip.  Her mother pulled her out of public school and sent her here in hopes of her 
finding real friends and getting better grades.  What her mother didn�t know was that she was 
a recluse, an outsider, here too.  She didn�t want her mother to know either.  

The next day at lunch, she noticed how a lot of students from her new favorite class 
sat together.  Usually, Emma sat alone; afraid of asking anybody for a seat at their table.  
Today, EmmaLee felt like she was on top of the world.  She went over to that table and asked. 
Do you know what they said? 

�Sure.  We need a new face here anyway,� said one of the boys. 
�Why a new face?� Emma asked confused. 
�He was kidding,� said one of the girls who Emma recognized as the person who sat 

next to her in the class. 
�Oh,� Emma officially felt stupid. 
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�Hey, it�s okay,� said another girl with curly blonde hair. 
Emma showed the teacher how much better a little practice helped her crocheting.  

Ms. Madison was very impressed.   
�Today�s assignment is to make a granny square.  GO!�  She announced.  Emma got 

started as soon as she received the assignment and finished first.  Hers also looked the best.  
Emma really loved this class.  Instead of being alone in her room knitting, she could be in her 
room crocheting, thinking about what the next day�s class will bring instead of her sad, 
pathetic life before.   

At dinner, she sat with the same group of people as lunch.  Emma started to recognize 
the faces and feel accepted.  They always were talking about what they were knitting and 
nothing else.  It made EmmaLee feel good that she didn�t have to think of her past for at least 
a few short hours of every day.  At night though, that was a different story.   

 Juli R is a proud self-taught knitter. She loves to 
knit, read, and play video games.  She also wants 
to save the rainforest. 

CALLING ALL AUTHORS! 
 

 DO YOU HAVE A STORY ABOUT KNITTING/CROCHETING TO TELL? IS IS 
FICTION OR NON-FICTION? WE�D LOVE TO HEAR THEM! SEND US YOUR STORIES, 
AND WE MIGHT PUT THEM IN THIS SECTION! 
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DYING YARN WITH FOOD COLORING 
 

Article by: Amanda D 
Photography by: Amanda D 

 

 
Don�t be afraid of dyeing!  Dyeing with food coloring is easy, simple, and fun!  You don�t 

have to use chemicals to dye yarn.  Food coloring dyes don�t require any toxic chemicals to 
permanently set them, and you can buy almost everything that you need at a grocery or craft store!  
Any utensils that are used for dyeing must be used for dyeing only, not for cooking.  You can get 
interesting variegated color patterns in your hand painted yarn that can�t be found in store-bought 
yarns.  If you�ve ever had a hard time finding a yarn in a color that you want, try dyeing!  This only 
works on natural animal fibers such as wool, alpaca, mohair, and silk.  Don�t use food coloring on 
cotton or other plant fibers, it won�t work!  In this tutorial I will show you how to dye yarn or fiber 
with food coloring. 

 
1. Yarn - this needs to be an animal fiber (wool, alpaca, mohair, silk, etc.) in natural, white, or a 

light color 
2. Food coloring - I used McCormick Neon Food Colors & Egg Dye and Wilton Concentrated 

Gel or Paste Icing Colors 
3. White vinegar 
4. Rubber gloves 

5. Squeeze bottles � one for each color 
6. Good quality plastic wrap 

7. Wooden skewer 
8. Pot and vegetable steamer or microwave safe container and microwave 

9. Measuring cups and spoons (not wood) 
10. Something to cover work surface (I use a shower curtain liner or a plastic table cloth) 

11. Large bucket for soaking yarn 
12. Wool wash or other mild soap 
13. Small container to hold water 

14. Tongs 
15. Oven mitt or pot holder 
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Gather all of your materials and put them in one place.  Wind your yarn into a skein if it 
isn�t already in one and tie it loosely in at least four places.  Fill a bucket with enough room 
temperature water to cover yarn and a few glugs of vinegar (there is no need to measure the 
vinegar).  Place your yarn in the bucket of water and let it soak for at least 30 to 60 minutes. 

 

 
 

While the yarn is soaking, mix your dyes.  Pour ¾ cup of hot water and a little bit of 
vinegar into squeeze bottles.  Into the water and vinegar, put ½ teaspoon of McCormick food 
coloring or ¼ teaspoon of the Wilton Icing Colors into the squeeze bottles.  Don�t use wood 
measuring spoons; they could transfer the dye to the next color that you measure.  You can use 
less food coloring for lighter colors and more for darker colors.  I used the Juniper Green and Teal 
colors of the Wilton Icing Colors and the Blue color of the McCormick food coloring.  Screw lids 
onto bottles and shake to mix and dissolve dye.  Lay out enough plastic wrap, with edges 
overlapped, to cover your yarn on the work surface.  When the yarn is finished soaking, take it 
out of the soak water and gently squeeze out excess water.  Lay out the yarn on plastic wrap and 
get ready to start dyeing! 
 

 
Using your hands, squish the dye into the yarn and make sure every piece of yarn is soaked in 
dye.  You want the dye to be all soaked up by the yarn, don�t use so much that it�s dripping out.  
Continue applying the dyes until you�ve used every color.  Between colors rinse your hands in a 
container of clean water.  You can leave white spaces on the yarn or dye the entire skein.  Both 
look good. 

 

 
When you�re satisfied with the colors on your yarn, wrap it in the plastic wrap that you 

dyed it on.  Fold the plastic wrap edges over the yarn and roll up your skein.  It should look like 
this. 
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Now set the dyes by steaming the yarn.   There are two ways to do this; steaming in a 
pot or steaming in a microwave.  The method I like most is steaming in a pot.  Fill the pot with 
about half an inch of water and put your vegetable steamer in.  Put the pot on a burner set to 
high and wait for it to come to a boil.  Place the plastic wrapped bundle of yarn in the steamer 
and steam with a lid on the pot for 45 minutes.  After 45 minutes has gone by check to see if 
the dyes are set.  When opening the lid, be careful of the steam.  Use an oven mitt to hold the 
lid.  Poke a wooden skewer into the plastic wrap.  If it has dye on it when you pull it out, let it 
cook a little while longer.  If the skewer comes out clean, your yarn is done steaming.  With 
tongs, take the yarn out of the pot and let it cool in a sink or plastic container. 

 
The second method of setting dye is steaming in a microwave.  Place plastic wrapped yarn in a 
microwave safe container without a lid.  Place the container inside the microwave and cook for 
2 minutes.  Let cool for a few minutes.  Cook for 2 minutes and cool for a few minutes again.  
Repeat until the water that comes out of your yarn is clear.  You can do the same wooden 
skewer test as steaming in a pot too.  Remove container from microwave and let cool. 

 
After your yarn has cooled put it in a clean sink and unwrap it. 

 
Wash your yarn in room temperature soapy water.  Be careful not to agitate the yarn if it is not 
superwash yarn or it will felt.  Wash yarn until no more color bleeds out. 
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Rinse yarn in clean room temperature water.  Gently squeeze out excess water.  Hang 

your skein of yarn to dry.   

 
When your yarn is dry it will be ready to wind into a ball and knit or crochet.  Now that you 
know how to dye your own yarn, you can get whatever colors you want.  Try mixing dyes to get 
a wider range of colors.  To get different effects, you can try painting the dye on with a brush, 
spraying it with a spray bottle, or splattering the dye onto the yarn.  With food coloring as a dye, 
you can�t always get consistent results.  The food coloring sometimes splits into the colors that 
it was made out of. (Example: green splitting into blue and yellow)  Acid dyes give more 
consistent results, but aren�t quite as easy to use as food coloring.  Have fun dyeing! 
 
 

 
All photography in this article is property of the photographer. 
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HOW TO CROCHET SERIES 
Part 1: Holding the Hook 

Article by: Chelsea N and her Mother Cherie N 
Photography by: Cherie and Chelsea N 

 
Have you ever heard rumors of crochet being�well�a little less than cool? Today, crochet isn�t all 
it was rumored to be. Take a peak in trendy magazines like Crochet Today, or Interweave Crochet 
and you�ll see exactly why. Projects are extremely trendy, cool, and versatile for today�s crocheter. 
So, now you say you�ve run into the dilemma of not knowing how to crochet? Well, here I am to 
guide you along your first tries at crochet! I�ll be teaching you in several monthly steps. If you�re 
anything like me, you think that you�re going to want to skip all of these first few hairy details, so 
you can learn the real crochet. Let me warn you - you want to know most of this stuff before you try 
and take that crochet hook anywhere! You�ll want to practice holding your crochet hook and yarn 
quite a bit before you are introduced to the first steps. The more practice you have holding your yarn 
and hook, the easier it will be for you to begin learning chains and single crochets. 

 
Crochet: the first steps 

Holding your hook 
There are two common ways for you to hold your crochet hook. 

 
Option 1 is to hold it like you�re writing with a pen. 

 
Option 2 is to hold it the way you hold a knife. 

 
Holding your yarn 

There are many different options for holding your yarn, but I find using either of these two 
techniques are the most comfortable of all the holdings I�ve tried. 
Option 1: Holding the yarn in your right hand, with your left hand palm facing you, wrap the yarn 
clockwise around your left pinky. Turn your hand, and bring the yarn under your next 2 fingers, and 
bring it up over your index finger. Hold the free end of your yarn with your thumb and middle finger. 
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Option 2: Holding the yarn in your right hand, with your left hand palm facing you, wrap the yarn 
clockwise around your left pinky. Turn your hand, and bring the yarn over your next 3 fingers, Hold 
the free end of your yarn with your thumb and middle finger. 
 

        
 

 
 
In the next issue, I�ll be showing you how to chain and single crochet. If you�re anxious to learn your 
stitches sooner, jump on over to my blog, crochetcollection.blogspot.com, where I�ll be posting 
tutorials on how to crochet. 

 Cherie N and Chelsea N own a duo 
crocheting blog at: 
http://crochetcollection.blogspot.com/

 
�UGH!� 

(picure not shown) 
 

The winning �ugh!� for this month is Juli R�s sweater. Juli will receive a 
free version of the Paris Baby Bottom Booties that Kaya designed. Congratulations 
Juli! 
 

�My �ugh� Is a hoodie I made. It turned out horribly! The body height/width ratio 
was all out of whack. Indeed, the body was too short compared with the width 

(which was too big), and my sleeves; gosh, I hate those things. They are too long. I 
laid it out on the couch and the sleeves and body together was the entire length of 
the couch. I was sad, because it was my first attempt at any sort of sweater. The 

two things I liked about it: the picked up stitches for the hood (it was the first time 
I had ever done it and I thought it look okay) and the hood (i had to do a 3-needle 
cast off and I thought it also looked good for a first time). It was a project full of 

first times, and I failed. I will check my gauge next time!�  
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ALL OF THE STAFF AT TKACM 

 
 

Z.N or Bluejeanqueen for her ideas, support, and 
enthusiasm  

 
Chelsea N for her contribution, kind advice, 

suggestions, dedication, and support 
 

Cherie N for helping Chelsea with her article 
 
Amy M for her photography, and willingness to provide 

beautiful pictures for future issues 
 

Amanda D for her contribution and support. 
 

Juli R for her contribution, dedication, timeliness, and 
support 

 
MJ for her support, and contributions 

 
Samantha K for her contribution and continuous support

 
Samantha ( featured teen) for her willingness to be 

interviewed.  
 

AJ V for her kind concern, support, and dedication 
Ginny for her patience, and kindness 

 
Ashley D for her contribution and kindness 

 
Anonymous for his support. 

 
All the readers, volunteers/staff, people who let us 
feature them, future contributors, and people who 
believe in Teen Knitter and Crocheter Magazine 

 
Thank You. 
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TEEN CRAFTERS MURAL

 

Can you spot your Ravatar? 

 


